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The Authority of the Scriptures

by William J. Stewart

As we look about, we see a great number of religious groups. Upon examination of
this hoard of "Bible-believing" assemblies, we find very few agree on very little.
There are as numerous doctrines preached as there are pulpits to preach from. It
would seem to this author that there is a problem. Each of these groups claims for
itself that they serve the Lord in "spirit and truth,” yet none are able to agree on
matters of doctrine. The central problem of this division is a lack of Biblical authority.
The apostle Paul pleaded with the brethren at Corinth that they, "...all speak the
same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” (1 Cor 1:10) We
must endeavour to find this type of unity. It can only be found by understanding our
authority in religious matters.

There are various things being used by groups to establish what practices should be
performed in and by the church. Many creed books and doctrines of men exist.
Councils are established to vote on issues regarding the church. Feeling and emotion
are employed to determine what it is we ought to do in the church. Some men have
been given special authority, such as the Pope, Society presidents, councils, etc. The
Bible seems to have taken a back seat to the desires and doctrines of men.

Paul wrote to young Timothy, "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
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that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good
work." (2 Tim 3:16-17) Paul made no
mention of the need for humanly de-
vised councils, creed books, etc. He
found the Word of God to be sufficient
for the needs of the church. God has
given us all we need to know to prop-
erly serve Him, His own inspired word.

Consider the following Scriptures:"For |
testify to everyone who hears the
words of the prophecy of this book: if
anyone adds to these things, God will
add to him the plagues that are written
in this book; and if anyone takes away
from the words of the book of proph-
ecy, God shall take away his part from
the Book of Life, from the holy city,
and from the things which are written
in this book."(Rev 22:18-19)

"You shall not add to the word which |
command you, nor take from it, that
you may keep the commandments of
the Lord your God which I commanded
you." (Deut 4:2)

"And whatever you do in word or deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father
through Him." (Col 3:17)

The Bible clearly states God's displeas-
ure with those who heed doctrines
other than that which is found in His
word. Jesus warned His disciples,
"...beware of the leaven of the Phari-
sees..."(Matt 16:6) Jesus recognized
the false teachings of the Pharisees,
and wanted His disciples to avoid such
things. Again, He applied a prophecy
made by Isaiah to them, "These people
draw near to Me with their mouth, and
honour Me with their lips, but their
heart is far from Me. And in vain they
worship Me, teaching as doctrines the

commandments of men.” (Matt.15:8-
9) God finds no pleasure in those who
nullify His word with man's creeds and
doctrines.

Paul, having concern for the Galatian
brethren, as they departed from sound
doctrine wrote, "...even if we, or an
angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel to you than what we have
preached to you, let him be accursed."
(Gal 1:8) Paul indicated that even he,
an apostle of Christ could not change
one command found within the law of
Christ. How dare we attempt to teach
anything that is not found therein.

Paul wrote to Timothy warning him that
some would depart from sound doc-
trine. "Preach the word. Be ready in
season and out of season. Convince,
rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering
and teaching. For the time will come
when they will not endure sound doc-
trine, but according to their own de-
sires, because they have itching ears,
they will heap up for themselves teach-
ers; and they will turn their ears away
from the truth, and be turned aside to
fables." (2. Tim 4:2-4)

If I were to tell one person my height
was 5' 11", and then told another | was
6', 1 would be pointed out as a liar. Yet,
in the religious world today, we have
each group saying that God tells then a
certain thing to preach and practice
from the Scriptures, many of which
contradict. What are the various de-
nominations saying of God when they
exclaim, "His word means one thing to
us, and something else to you." If man
tells two different stories, he is consid-
ered a liar. Is God a liar? By no means!
Paul exclaimed, "...let God be true, but
every man a liar..." (Rom 3:4) What has
happened is that there has been a misinter-



pretation .... or a misapplication of Scripture,
or as in many cases, a complete neglect of
council from God.

Let us further consider a truth. We all under-
stand that 2+2=4. We know that it is not
4.0000001. Anyone who tried to tell us that it
was anything but 4, we would consider to be
a liar. The conclusion is that truth is an abso-
lute. In mathematics, and we are able to
properly apply this law. Yet, when it comes to
the Word of God, people set this concept
aside. Jesus said, "Thy word is truth." (Jno
17:17) How many truths can there be? There
is but one truth. Truth is not something which
changes meaning from person to person or
from group to group. Truth is absolute, con-
sistent, and does not contradict itself. We
understand this of mathematics, if only we
would realize it of the Word of God.

Can we understand the Bible alike? Cer-
tainly, we can. Paul wrote to the Ephesians,
"Therefore do not be unwise, but understand
what the will of the Lord is." (Eph 5:17) We
must understand the will of the Lord. This is
done by setting aside pre-conceived ideas,
and accepting God's word for what it says.
God will judge us, not our preacher. Neither
will some church council judge us, but God
alone. Paul wrote again to the Ephesians,
"There is one body and one Spirit, just as
you were called in one hope of your calling;
one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God
and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all and in you all." (Eph 4:4-6) Let us
find the one body (the church), which be-
longs to the one Lord (Jesus), as guided by
the one faith (the Word of God). [William J.
Stewart]
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Jesus was called “Good Teacher"

There is a story familiar to many that appears in the text of Matthew 19:16-30. A young man comes to
Jesus calling Him "Good Teacher" and asking what he needed to do to “have eternal life?”

| have heard this story preached many times and heard it spoken about in several bible studies. Some
obvious lessons come forcefully from the example of this text. We see the need for a total devotion to
God. Jesus said you cannot serve two masters and obviously this young man was trying to do just that.
Indeed this situation shows us exactly what Jesus meant back in Matthew 6, for this young man had to
choose between the two and when the choice was made the one he loved more was revealed.

The story shows us that Jesus really means for us to place Him first before everything else. It also
reveals the need to rid our lives of things that may keep us from a total devotion unto Christ. In these two
thoughts or teachings have been the vast majority of messages | have heard preached from the text.
They are good and needed lessons for obviously we need to hear them and understand them. However,
there are a few very obvious lessons that | don't hear mentioned often from the text.

Within the conversation is the certainty of eternal life and salvation. For understand the question was
about how to receive eternal life. The man knew, or it seems implied that he knew, that Jesus had the
knowledge to which this man desired. Hence the fact that there is an eternal life was never in doubt by
Jesus or by the one who came questioning. The obvious acceptance of the question and the further
discussion should reaffirm the Christian’s hope and faith that with Jesus there is eternal life.

Not only is the hope of an eternal life so fervently expressed there are some points regarding that
“receiving” element of this eternal life that beg our attention. So much is often said about the thief on the
cross. Whole doctrine discourses seem to extend from the thief being the proof text for salvation with no
“works” or “deeds” or actions on our part. There are some who claim any “required” deed would
inherently give birth to “saving oneself through works” and “negate the grace of God.”

Let me ask a simple question ~ did Jesus ask this young man to save himself through righteous
deeds? It seems impossible for the honest student to deny that Jesus said this man had to “keep the
commandments.” Likewise it will be difficult for those who argue against “religious deeds” to refute Jesus
demand that this young man sell all that he had (that's a work, is it not), give to the poor and follow after
Him, and yet again we have another action commanded by Jesus. Don't get me wrong, I'm not
advocating that we are saved by religious deeds! On the contrary, | believe what is being demonstrated is
that faith is not apart from actions and deeds. Furthermore that Jesus requiring actions on our part does
not negate that fact that we are saved by the grace of God. James had said we are “not saved by faith
only” he also said in James two that he would show his faith by his works.

So let me answer the question | posed in the last paragraph, no | don’t believe Jesus asked this
young man to “save himself” through “righteous deeds.” | believe Jesus was saying you got to put Him
first, that means keeping the commandments of God... yes that's what he told this young man and its
what He spoken to all of us, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and
We will come to him and make Our home with him.” (John 4:23) Jesus calls all to hear, believe, confess,
repent, be baptized and live faithfully for Him. Doing so is not trying to save oneself apart from grace,
instead its loving Jesus and through faith putting Him first in our lives. It is by the grace of God and the
work of Jesus on the cross that there is a way of salvation and the ability to be saved, and keeping the
things that Jesus has commanded is in accordance with His beautiful saving work. Will we do the things
Jesus has put before us, and pick up our cross and follow after Him, or will we go away sorrowful as the
young man in the text?
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