PRAYER -- LESSON TEN
ESSENTI AL REQUI REMENTS OF ACCEPTABLE PRAYER -- # 4
[. | NTRODUCTI ON:

It is inportant that we enphasize one nore requirenent of
acceptabl e prayer because of the great significance now

attached to the nane of Jesus. After Jesus died, He was
exal ted by the Father who bestowed upon H ma nane which is
above every nane. Phil.2:9-10. Noti ce sonme things
related to the name of Jesus:
(1) Salvation is in H's name and in none other -- _Acts
4.12.
(2) Baptismis in Hs nane -- Matt.28:19; Acts 2:38
10:48.
(3) The gospel is preached in Hs name -- _Acts 9:28-
29.
(4) \VWhatever we do in word or deed -- _Col.3:17.
(5) Prayer is to be in Hs nanme -- John 14;13-14;

15:16; 16:23-24, 26.
W now turn our attention to the matter of praying in the
nanme of Jesus and what it invol ves.

1. DI SCUSSI ON:

A It is a full recognition of all that H's name inplies -
- Hs "authority, character, rank, nmjesty, power,
excel | ence, etc., of everything that the nanme covers;
ot [ Vines].

1. Lord = Rul er - - Acts 2: 36; | Tim6:15;
Eph. 1: 20- 23.
2. Jesus = Saviour -- Matt.1:21.
3. Christ = "The Anointed One".
a) King -- Rev.17:14; | Tim1:17; 6:15.
b) Hgh Priest -- Heb.4:15-16; 5:1-10; 7:1-4.
c) Prophet -- Acts 3:22; Matt.17:5.

B. It is an acknow edgenent of our need of Hmto stand for
and with us in the presence of God -- a sense of
reliance upon Hm
1. As our saviour and redeener -- | Tim2:5;

Mat t . 20: 28.
As our H gh Priest, Intercessor and Mediator -- _1I

2.
Tim2:5.

3. As our King.

4. A sense of need is the very heart of prayer; a sense
of humlity nust be possessed to the extent that
wi thout H's aid we would not dare to speak!

C. It is an identity with H m

1. Using the nane of another inplies a relationship with
H m
a) Illlustrated in husband and wi fe rel ati onshi p.

b) Note that the church is the bride of Christ; its
menbers wear H's nanme -- Eph.5:22-25.

2. Using the nanme of another inplies endorsenent --
Christ will not endorse those who reject Hm His wll
or Hs authority -- Matt.7:21-23.




3. Using the nane of another admits of H's superiority
- - nmy will nust give over to Hi's -- Luke 6:46;
Col . 3:17.

4. Praying in the nane of Christ not only involves the
new access to the Father which He has secured for us,
but also that our prayers are in harnony with the

Father's will -- John 15:7; | John 3:22-24; 5:14.
[11. CONCLUSI ON:

Jesus said, "I amthe way, and the truth, and the life; no
one coneth unto the Father, but by nme ... whatsoever ye
shall ask in ny nanme, that will | do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son ... If ye shall ask anything in ny
nane, that will |1 do." -John 14:6, 13-14. Here is the
requi renent and the promse, "ask ... and | wll do it!"

Surely we wunderstand that praying in Jesus' nane is a
different matter than nerely reciting the phrase "in Jesus'
nane" in every prayer! It is good to be always conscious
of this, and there is nothing wong with the expression of
it; but be aware of what it neans!



