THE PARABLES OF JESUS

THE GROWMH COF THE KI NGDOvV
Lesson 11.

OBJECTI VE: To show man's dependency upon God, and

t he powerful conclusion that can be
wrought from smal | begi nni ngs, W th God
as Hel per!

PARABLES: The Parabl e of the Seed G owi ng: Mark 4:26-29

The Parabl e of the Mustard Seed: Matt.13: 31-
32; Mark 4:30-32

Luke 13:18-109.
The Parabl e of the Leaven: Matt. 13: 33;

Luke 13:20-21

. THE SETTI NGS:
A Al three parables were told at the sanme tine; t he
first is recorded only by Mirk, the second by Matthew,
Mark and Luke, and the third by Matthew and Luke.
Matt hew and Mark picture the circunstances |leading up to
the telling of the series of parables. VWat are these
ci rcunst ances?

B. Who then were the direct recipients of these parabl es?

1. THE CENTRAL TEACHI NGS:
Each of the three parables teaches a slightly different
| esson concerning the kingdom Briefly, what would you
say is the central teaching of:
A The first par abl e?




B. The second?

C. The third?

. UNDERSTANDI NG THE PARABLES:
Each of the three parables is so short as to alnost be
considered a proverb instead of a parable. W will dea
with only the major thought of each.

A, Mark 4:27 seens to be the key of this parable. Pl ease
expl ai n this verse

B. Verse 28 shows the "natural order” of plant growth. Is
t here a " NATURAL ORDER" of Spi ritual growt h?
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C. The second parable shows trenmendous growh from snal
begi nni ngs. Show that this is true from God's Wrd

concerning the Kingdom

D. The third parable shows the contagi ous aspect of the

kingdom ... the leaven eventually influencing all into
which it was placed. VWhat does the Bible teach
concerning the influence a Christian should have on
ot hers?

E. The nustard seed grew from sonething very tiny to
sonet hing | arge and powerful. But this took tine! I's

there an applicable principle here for us today?




F. Paul nentioned, "I have planted, Apollos watered, but
God gave the increase.” Were is that passage?

G Does this parable teach that we should just sit back
and |let God do everything to convert people? W1l that
wor k?

Addi ti onal Not es:

par bl s11. doc
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