THE PARABLES OF JESUS

| NTRODUCTI ON TO THE SERI ES

Lesson 1.

A

V.

A

THE VOLUVE OF MATERI AL

More than 1/3 of the Master's recorded teachings are in
par abl es.

The exact nunber is difficult to nane, depending on
definition. Usually the nunber is listed at between 30
- 45, or up to 60 if you include proverbs, riddles or
si npl e conpari sons.

The Gospel of John does not nention "parable"”. Only a

few appear in Mark. So, we nust go to Matthew and Luke
to find nost of the parables, with Luke recordi ng nost of
t hem

VWHAT IS A PARABLE?

lMapaBoAs = PARA- BALLO = "A throw ng al ongsi de. "

Sonme have defined a parable as "an earthly story with a
heavenly neaning". This is not broad enough. The
gospels use the word |oosely to nean sinply a figurative
saying, a conparaison or analogy, nmany of which are in
story form

THE MASTER TEACHER USI NG THE NMASTER NMETHOD

Jesus was not the first or the only person to teach by
par abl es. A d Testanment prophets used them one fanous
one being told to King David by the prophet Nathan.

But Jesus used them nost often, and to the greatest
benefit. Oten He would begin by asking, "Wat do you
t hi nk?" He often woul d end by demandi ng a verdi ct!

Anot her purpose of parables was to shield the truth for
the prsent tine. Luke 8:9-10.

UNDERSTANDI NG THE PARABLES
Di stingui sh between parable and al |l egory.
1. How many points in a parable are in conparison?




2. Does every detail of the story have an inner neani ng?
3. What woul d you say is the main difference between a
par abl e and an al | egory?

B. The central teaching of any parable .... the main
| esson of the story .... nust be grasped first! When
this is done, other related truths of the parable can be
understood in relation to the main thene. Common sense
is a prerequisite to understandi ng any Page 1
teachi ng of the Bible!

C. To nost accurately understand any parable you nust
remenber the circunstances of its origin. The
background of the parable and the context in which it is
found shoul d be known!

D. To understand the parables, the introduction and
application, if given, must be carefully attended to!
These helps to interpretation are rarely |acking;
sonetinmes they are supplied by the Lord Hnself, as in
Mat t hew 22:14; 25:13, and sonetinmes by the inspired
narrators, as in Luke 15:1-2, 18:1.

E. A correct interpretation S not a forced
interpretation!

F. The parables nmust not be made "first sources” of a
doctri ne! Scriptural interpretation nust always go from

the literal to the figurative!

CONCLUSI ON:

So we can see that the nmaster teacher, Jesus, nade
clearer the truths which he had in hand, by the use of
parables to illustrate and prove. They are witten in the
inspired record that we mght obtain the sane good from them
as those who heard Jesus speak.
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